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Students will:  Write a summary with a clear main idea, supporting details, effective transistions, and a 

concluding statement all in their own words

6 w 2 Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas, concepts, and 

information through the 

selection, organization, and 

analysis of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic; organize

ideas, concepts, and 

information, using strategies 

such as definition, 

classification, 

comparison/contrast,

and cause/effect; include 

formatting (e.g., headings), 

graphics (e.g., charts, tables), 

and multimedia when useful 

to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with

relevant facts, definitions, 

concrete details, quotations, 

or other information and 

examples.

*Continued on the next page

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

Students write informative/explanatory texts based on a thesis (e.g., expository or descriptive 

essays, summaries, paragraphs, informational letters, press releases, newspaper article, multi-

media presentations, contributions to informational-based websites, reports, etc.).

Informative/explanatory text writing includes:

• information related to the topic (e.g., observations, notes, lists, charts, map labels and

legends) 

• a thesis statement

• topic sentence(s)

• supporting details

• relevant information

Students use a variety of writing formats to meet the standard.

Writing formats:

• Informative or explanatory text regarding a topic in science, social studies, technology, etc.

• Submit a report to a publication or website

• An explanatory essay about a favorite summer activity

• A descriptive essay about something found in nature

• Students write a descriptive essay about an aspect of the culture of an early civilization (e.g.,

Mississippian mound-builders, Ancestral Puebloan (Anasazi), or Inca)

• Students write an essay explaining how environmental conditions affect quality of life

Connections:

SS06.S1C2.03, 04, and 05, SS06.S4C5.03 , SC06.S4C3.02

*Continued on the next page
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c. Use appropriate transitions

to clarify the relationships 

among ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language and

domain-specific vocabulary to 

inform about or explain the

topic.

e. Establish and maintain a

formal style.

f. Provide a concluding

statement or section that 

follows from the information 

or explanation presented. 

Level 1: Quote, Illustrate, 

Recognize, Identify, Recall, 

State

Literature Response: The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin 

Grade 6 Unit 5

The clues provided to the heirs are mostly words from the song “America the Beautiful” 

taken out of order. When rearranged, they notice the missing parts spell out the name of 

an heir—but this is actually a red herring. Select your own song, change around the order 

of the lyrics, delete some words or letters, and see if your classmates can solve your 

mystery. 

(RL.6.5, W.6.2)
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6 w 4 Produce clear and coherent 

writing in which

the development, 

organization, and style are

appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience.

(Grade-specific expectations 

for writing types are

defined in standards 1–3 

above.)Level 1: Quote, 

Illustrate, Recognize, 

Identify, Recall, State

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

*Students construct a timeline of a historical era being studied.

*Students construct charts and graphs using historical data.

*Students keep a record of observations, notes, sketches, questions, and ideas using

tools such as written and/or computer logs.  

*Students design an investigation to test individual variables using scientific processes.

*Students create a simple web page incorporating graphics.

Connections:

SS06.S1C1.03, SS06.S2C1.03, SS06.S1C1.01, SS06.S2C1.01, SC06.S1C2.05, SS06.S4C1.01, 

SC06.S1C2.02, ET06.S6C2.06

Reflective Essay

Grade 6 Unit 1

Write an essay response to the essential question, “How can we learn from characters 

and the authors who wrote about them?” Prepare it for publication. Be prepared to make 

an audio recording of your essay and upload it as a podcast on the class webpage for this 

unit. 

(W.6.9, W.6.4, L.6.1, L.6.2)
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6 w 5 With some guidance and 

support from peers and 

adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as needed 

by planning, revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a new 

approach. (Editing for 

conventions should 

demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1–3 up 

to and including grade 6 on 

page 52.) Level 1: Quote, 

Illustrate, Recognize, 

Identify, Recall, State

Narrative Writing

Grade 6 Unit 2

Write your own myth or legend. Myths and legends were written to explain their 

surroundings (often before scientific explanations were found). Follow the 

“typical” pattern (see below) but also build upon your insights from studying the 

characters, unique characteristics to the country of origin, and title.

o Explanation of the setting

o The problem

o The failure to solve the problem

o The hero comes along

o He/she has a plan

o The solution is found

o Conclusion (usually a “happy ending”)

(W.6.3, W.6.4, W.6.5, L.6.1, L.6.2)
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6 w 6 Use technology, including 

the Internet, to produce and 

publish writing as well as to 

interact and collaborate with 

others; demonstrate 

sufficient command of 

keyboarding skills to type a 

minimum

of three pages in a single 

sitting.

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

Publishing includes presenting a final product for the intended audience.  The final 

product should be legible and use margins and spacing, to make the piece appealing to 

the reader.

The teachers:

*Create a rubric to assist in expectations of keyboarding skills (e.g., margins, spacing, font

size, font style).

*Provide “on-demand” writing for students by limiting the amount of time permitted to

complete the assignment.

*Provide opportunities for students to review writing collaboratively using a peer review

process, checklists, rubrics, etc.

Students communicate and collaborate for the purpose of producing original works or 

solving problems.

Connection:

ET06.S2C2.01

Reflective Essay

Grade 6 Unit 4

Write your own essay of an exemplary courageous character. Include some graphics or 

visuals that demonstrate the setting (either historical or present day), and publish it so 

that others can enjoy it. Write an introduction that answers the essential question: “How 

are acts of courage revealed in literature and informational text?” 

(W.6.6, W.6.4, W.6.3, L.6.1, L.6.2, SL.6.6)
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Resources, and 

Assessments
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6 w 8 Gather relevant information 

from multiple print and 

digital sources; assess the 

credibility of each source; 

and quote or paraphrase the 

data and conclusions of 

others while avoiding 

plagiarism and providing 

basic bibliographic 

information for sources. 

Level 1: Quote, Illustrate, 

Recognize, Identify, Recall, 

State

Source: ADE/ELA Committee

*Students gather information from a variety of sources (e.g., encyclopedias, Internet

websites, experts, and journal or magazine articles, textbooks).  Students will then use 

quotations correctly and/or paraphrase information to avoid plagiarism. Citations are in a 

standard recognized format, (e.g., APA or MLA) in both the text and the bibliography. 

*Students gather relevant information using multiple print and electronic media.

*Students use search terms effectively, determine which sources have are credible and

accurate, and cite data correctly without plagiarizing.  

Connections: 

SS06.S1C1.06, SS06.S2C1.06, ET06.S3C1 and C21

Graphic Organizer/Literary Response

Grade 6 Unit 6

As a class, keep a class chart of the famous people studied with the following categories. At 

the end of the unit, this information will be used to make comparisons and generalizations 

about people who are passionate about aviation, either as a hobby or a career.

• Person’s name?

• Obstacles he/she faces?

• Why he/she is famous?

• What was a turning point in his/her life that led him/her to become famous?

• What did you learn about this person that surprised you?

Your teacher may ask you to write your own responses in your journal and share it with a 

partner before each section of the class chart is filled in. Be sure to make notes of page 

numbers with relevant information, or mark your text with a sticky note, so you can go back 

and cite the text(s) during class discussion. 

(W.6.7, W.6.8, W.6.9b, RI.6.6, RI.6.10)
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6 w 10 Write routinely over 

extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes, and audiences. 

Level 1: Quote, Illustrate, 

Recognize, Identify, Recall, 

State

Reflective Multimedia Presentation

Grade 6 Unit 6

Create an informative/explanatory multimedia presentation in which you respond to the 

question, “How do literature and informational text reveal why people dream of (your 

choice)?” Cite specific details from your research, such as videos or interviews with 

people. Compare the information from primary source documents with the secondary 

sources (biographies) read. Use a variety of words (from Word Study) learned and studied 

throughout the year. Work with peers to revise, edit, and present your research in a 

multimedia format to the class. 

(RI.6.7, W.6.2, SL.6.5, L.6.3, L.6.6, W.6.6, W.6.8, W.6.10, RL.6.10, RI.6.10)

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments
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